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Preface

Astrology is perhaps the oldest and most sophisticated of all the “occult sciences”
(including numerology, palmistry, etc.). Indeed, there is a great deal of psychological and
occult (hidden) wisdom in astrological symbolism, far beyond anything popularized (but
short-sighted) Sun-sign astrology can offer in the daily newspapers and online
astrological websites.

This manuscript is meant to give the interested reader an understanding of the
deeper aspects of the ancient “wisdom science” known as astrology. Because this author
can only write through his own present, limited awareness, the book’s contents are far
from being final Truth (truth with a capital “T”). However, | offer guidelines, the
presentation of themes, of universal principles that are portrayed behind astrological
symbolism. You are always on safest and surest ground when you focus more on
principles and less on details (how a principle may manifest in any of many ways).

On the occult and mystical explanation of astrology, this author chooses to largely
lens or focus these principles primarily through the framework and terminology of
Theosophy because it offers the most comprehensive framework of understanding.
Whether you call it “the Ageless Wisdom,” Brahmavidya (“Wisdom of God”), Gnosis
(Gr. “inner knowledge™), the essence is the same: Understanding of the fundamental basis
of the Universe (as macrocosm) and the spiritual psychology of Man (as microcosm). The
modern term, Theosophy, is derived from the two Greek words, Theo and Sophia,
meaning “Divine Wisdom,” which has its historical roots with Neo-Platonic writings in



the Second Century A.D. But the Ageless Wisdom itself predates our standard conception
of history. It was taught in every ancient culture (India, China, Egypt, etc.) in different
forms because it is the basis of all religions. It is the heart of Hinduism, especially, but
also much of Buddhism, Taoism, Hebraism, to name a few, and even Gnostic Christianity
as originally taught by Jesus (I highly recommend Geoffrey Hodson’s insightful book on
the allegorical understanding of the New Testament, The Christ Life from Nativity to
Ascension). And if you engage in the comparative study of religions throughout the
world, you will find many common doctrines within such seemingly diverse Faiths and
their Scriptures (for example, the incarnation or “descent” of Spirit; the hierarchical
Order of Beings; karma or the Law of Cause and Effect, etc.).

Note: Implied in many of the old (even ancient) teachings that I relay to the
reader, there is my author’s caveat: “according to these teachings in various scriptures,
traditions, and books.” In other words, | am simply the messenger in many of these
pronunciations from the past, not the author. | do not necessarily believe all the details as
actual fact, just as many people by now do not literally believe the Old Testament
assertion in Genesis that the world was made in six days and nights. True occult and
spiritual insight lies within or behind various statements in such teachings (especially
mythology), often by an allegorical interpretation. Non-mythological and non-scriptural
teachings such as many catechism teachings of the Catholic Church, old-fashioned
theosophical doctrines of a specific nature (for example, designations of the seven “sub-
planes” of the so-called “astral” plane), and so forth, constitute a body of statements that
form specialized dogmas, not spiritual or eternal truths per se, so it is quite permissible to
guestion such canons. Remember that modern Theosophy, while it is an essentially good
and helpful overall model of “Truth” in its attempt to accurately portray universal
theosophia (“divine wisdom” or the “Ageless Wisdom”), it is nevertheless an imperfect
one, especially the early movement’s heavily doctrinal emphasis (as taught by Leadbeater
and others). Peter Washington’s critical assessment of the early Theosophy movement as
led by Blavataky and Leadbeater especially is discussed in his interesting book, Madame
Blavatsky’s Baboon (1993).

Here are some recommended Internet sites:
http://www.ccrsdodona.org/m_dilemma/index.html
http://www.projecthindsight.com/index1.html
http://www.astro.com/cgi/genchart.cgi?&cid=rtbfilepar7OA-u1056512981&nhor=1
http://www.astrodatabank.com/

I also recommend the quarterly periodical, DIAMOND FIRE: Joe Polansky
Editor and Publisher: Diamond Fire is a non-political, non-sectarian, non-denominational

review, published quarterly, and dedicated to the cosmic, metaphysical perspective of
Truth. Malchitsedek Productions ~ P.O. Box 7368 ~ North Port, FL 34287.



An upcoming workshop event in October 2009 in Arizona involving Joseph
Polanky can be accessed here:

http://www.atoneyoga.com/events/eventcalendar/?eid=692
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“Read not to contradict and to confute nor to believe and take for
granted, but to weigh and consider’—Bacon
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INTRODUCTION

Foundations of Astroloqgy: Spiritual, Occult & Psychological

General Purposes

The purpose of astrology, fundamentally, is to facilitate unfoldment of self. The
ultimate result of this inner unfoldment is at least twofold: (1) unification or integration
of the twelvefold Zodiacal qualities in each man and woman; (2) unification of the Lower
Self (personality) with the Higher Self (Soul).

This book is written mainly to elaborate upon the spiritual (mystical) aspect of
astrological symbolism, and in part upon its psychological and “occult” (hidden) wisdom.
It is also meant to encourage the reader to go beyond astrology: to consciously contact
the divine Self within. As given, the purpose of any Wisdom Science, religion or spiritual
study is to help you consciously know your true identity and, secondarily, to understand
the inner dynamics and purpose of this incarnation. Once this gnosis (Gr. “inner
knowledge”) is ascertained about the psyche (Gr. “soul”), practical steps can be taken to
unify the outer personality with the inner Self.

Astrology is a tool meant to gain knowledge of the dynamics of your nature. Call
it an ancient art of psychological divination, if you will, a method of unfoldment. In
current parlance, it is a means of self-awareness, albeit unorthodox according to
traditional psychology.

It is interesting to note that the term psychology has its roots in the Greek word,
psyche, meaning “the soul.” The word soul with a small “s” means the total dynamics and
vehicles of the personality, including the physical body and what theosophists label
“etheric” body; emotions and what theosophists call “astral” body; and the concrete,
analytical mind (designated as “manas 11"’ by theosophists such as John K. Robertson).
The Soul with a capital “S” represents the Higher Self. Theosophists claim that this Self
(reincarnational whole self) functions through a superphysical vehicle labeled the



“Causal” Body. Then the higher self of the Soul is called (by the theosophists) the
“Monad.” The Monad (the “logos of the Soul”) basically resides in the divine or logoic
levels of existence (the highest planes of manifestation called by theosophists as Adi,
Anupadaka, and higher Atmic). The Soul or Higher Self dwells in the Spiritual levels of
vibration (termed lower Atmic, Buddhic, and Mans 1). The personality or Lower Self
resides in the Temporal worlds of Manas I, astral, and etheric-physical. The Higher Self
and various Lower Selves of each particular “Monad” are the expressions of the Monad
on the denser planes of existence. But beyond the Monad is the so-called Solar Logos in
which all Monads of a particular system have their being. And beyond the Solar Logos
and other Solar Logoi and even greater dimensions of Being! Such is the theosophical
framework of being, but each major religion has its own terminologies.

Macrocosm-Microcosm

The reader may have heard the ancient Hermetic phrase, “As Above, So Below.”
This axiom (also aptly phrased, “As inner, so outer”) describes a major principle of
astrology:

As Above = Macrocosmic (Universe)
As Below = Microcosmic (Man)

According to this Law of Correspondence, the planetary and stellar configurations
“out there” symbolize what is “inside,” within your character. The horoscope is the
precise map of the sky at a given date-time-place of birth on earth. This map, when
correctly discerned, is a psychological blueprint of the psyche or Soul (as “soul”) in
current incarnation. The outer personality on earth is therefore a reflection of the Higher
Self, just as the Moon reflects the Sun, in its esoteric or allegorical symbolism. The Inner
or Higher Self is the “I,” while the outer self or personality is the “me,” a living
reflection, expression, image or three-dimensional representation.

Put differently, the Higher Self “sends down” a living aspect of Itself on earth,
representing a set of qualities from its total bank of characteristics into incarnation,
gathered in former lives. In Sanskrit, these groups of characteristics represent skandas
(“bundles” or aggregates), attributes developed in previous lives that constitute the new
personality of the reincarnating Higher Self. This is the accumulated karma generated by
motives, thoughts, words and deeds in previous incarnations—a unique set of
motivational characteristics represented by the natal (birth) chart. The horoscope
symbolizes this three-dimensional pattern of the Soul in incarnation. Yet, once again,
beyond even the Soul or Higher Self is its own higher self called the Monad (Spirit), the
Soul being a fragment of It. The Monad (as called by theosophists) or Entity (I prefer that
term) is a “spark of the Flame” or manifested Deity (Solar Logos), which in turn is an
expression of the Cosmic Logos (Primal manifested Deity).

The following list gives the various equivalent names for each of the descending
hierarchy of Beingness:

Absolute — Causeless Cause — Non-Being — Parabrahman



Cosmic Logos — Primal Deity — Brahman

Solar Logos — Logos of a Solar System — Isvara

Monad — Spirit — Purusha — Star — Father in Heaven

Soul — Higher Self — Jivatma — Individuality — Sun — Christ
Personality — Lower Self — Jiva — Psyche — Moon —Jesus

As the above list indicates, the author will occasionally utilize figures in world
religions (such as Jesus Christ) and also figures in various mythologies (especially
Roman and Greek) as allegorical representations. All the great scriptures and myths
allegorically portray universal truths, principles and laws. For example, Jesus, as
personality or Lower Self, was a prototype of evolutionary stature; an example, not an
exception. The Christ, as Higher Self, represented a developed state of higher
consciousness expressed through or as the evolved personality, Jesus. Later orthodox
Christianity distorted the concept of Jesus as the “one and only” Lord.

The Rationale of Astrology

All within the Universe, macrocosmic and microcosmic, from the highest plane
(Adi) to the lowest (physical) is connected or interwoven, functioning as a system of
correspondences. This universal system of vibrational resonance (As Above, So Below)
is the rationale of astrology, both mundane and occult. Just as the lowest “C” note on a
piano is connected to the highest “C” note despite the differences in the rate of the basic
frequency, so too each physical man and woman is connected to the highest spiritual
essence of the Universe. The only difference is the degree of unfoldment or rate of
frequency.

Vibrationally, as one example of the Law of Correspondence, the planet Mars is
connected with the color red, the metal iron, the head of the human body, the traditional
signs of Aries and then Scorpio, the astral plane, the adrenal gland, the solar plexus
chakram, the jewel ruby, and so forth. Mars is traditionally connected with the fight or
flight principle, soldiers, weapons, butchers, headaches, surgery, pioneers, fires, etc. All
such activities, professions and objects are in vibrational “sympathy” or resonance with
each other, parts of the same “family of frequency, so to speak. And the study of such
interrelationships is of great importance because such knowledge is power when correctly
activated and then implemented. Hence the usefulness of astrology when correctly
applied because it is a guide through life and it can provide keys to the expansion of
consciousness and abilities.

Involution-Evolution

One of the great messages of Jesus was allegorically stated in his Parable of the
Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11 — 32). For a full exposition of its esoteric meaning, refer to
Geoffrey Hodson’s excellent text, The Hidden Wisdom in the Holy Bible, Volume |I.
However, since it has direct relevance to an understanding of the basis of spiritual
astrology, here is a summation of this parable:




The younger brother of a kingly father ventured off into the “far country, and
there wasted his substance with riotous living.” Eventually the degradation of his
heritage dawned on him as he ate with the swine, and he vowed, “I will arise and go to
my father.” The journey back home ended with his father joyously running to greet his
contrite son, placing his best robe on him, a ring, and shoes upon his feet. That evening a
fatted calf was killed and the whole household feasted in celebration. “For this my son
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” The elder brother, who had
remained all this time with his father, objected to this lavish treatment on his prodigal
young brother. The father replied: “Son, thou art ever with me, and all that | have is
thine.”

In summary, the Prodigal Son is humanity itself, the personality or Lower Self;
the Elder Son represents the Higher Self; the Father symbolizes the Monad (entity). The
Prodigal Son ventured off into the far country of the manifested worlds, the process of
which is called Involution. You could say that Consciousness manifests (pilgrimage of
the Prodigal Son) at different rates or planes of vibration. This pilgrimage through the
dimensions of Matter (ever increasing density of vibration) reaches the turning point,
symbolized by the statement, “I will arise,” and the Return to the Source is begun. The
incarnation of purest Spirit as Matter reaches its densest point and now the arc of
Evolution back to pure Spirit commences.

Involution — Descent — Forth going

Evolution — Ascent — Return

The so-called “Fall” of Man, as depicted in Genesis, is actually the “descent” of
Man from spirit realms into the manifested worlds — particularly, according to occult
terminology, the lower mental (Manas Il), emotions-desires (Astral-Kama), and Etheric-
Physical. Involution is the materialization of Spirit; Evolution is the spiritualization of
Matter and the Return to the Source. In these terms, Consciousness must involve before it
can evolve. Unfortunately, while focused on the personality level, man becomes
temporarily unconscious of his divine origin and develops a chronic state of spiritual
amnesia. In The Art of Synthesis, Alan Leo wrote that Souls “descend lower and lower
into matter, taking upon themselves denser and denser bodies as they pass downward
from plane to plane, until they reach this physical world where the inner light is so
obscured in the darkness of materiality that their origin is forgotten.”

Outwardly we are human; inwardly we are divine. Humanity increasingly lost
sight of its spiritual origin, however, and became enmeshed in the “things” of this world.
In effect man has lost his heritage due to his state of unawareness. One’s true heritage is
freedom, not bondage to the physical, emotional and mental worlds. Humanhood
consequently becomes the Walking Dead, so to speak, or hypnotized people thinking that
they are awake.



The purpose of this Descent of Spirit and its eventual Ascent is to manifest
Consciousness and Power—the “desire” for self-expression. This is the cosmic creative
urge: To manifest potentiality as actuality; latency of divinity to potency of divinity. In
different terms, God expresses Itself as Manifestation (Creation). God is incarnate as
Man; the Immortal became mortal (Word made flesh). Man is God-in-the-becoming, the
seed of divinity planted on Earth, destined to grow, to bud and flower into deific stature.
The ultimate goal microcosmically is perfected manhood into Super-humanity. Although,
along the Descent arc of Involution, there is an ever-increasing limitation of Spirit, Spirit
nevertheless opens up new realities, adds to the bank of existence as it differentiates and
spiritualizes matter. Spirit thrills at the actualization of its potential, unexpressed as pure
spirit. Consciousness seeks to manifest through the universal process of Involution-
Evolution.

Significance of the Zodiacal Signs

The Zodiacal archetypes represent the divine process of manifestation.
Macrocosmically, the Zodiac shows the universal cyclic process of the unfoldment of
Consciousness. As H.P. Blavatsky wrote in The Secret Doctrine Volume | (page 618
fourth edition): “The descent and re-ascent of the Monad or Soul cannot be disconnected
from the zodiacal signs...” According to occult tradition, the Zodiac refers to the Cosmic
Intelligences, Builders, “Creators” emanating from the Unmanifest, charged with the
supervision of the manifested cosmos. They are known as the Archetypes and in
mythology as “the gods.” These Cosmic Intelligences are known in Sanskrit as the Dhyan
Chohans, or as the Elohim (Heb. “Gods”) in the Holy Bible. These Hierarchies or
Transcendent Beings are symbolically mirrored in the heavens as the Signs of the Zodiac.
Yet these cosmic consciousnesses, Dhyani Chohans, Regents of the Zodiac and Fixed
stars are our Elder Brethren, inconceivable, as it may seem.

Microcosmically, the signs of the Zodiac represent stages of unfoldment of
consciousness, the drawing out from latency into activity these twelve capacities or
powers. They are the twelvefold qualities or potentialities in Man to be “perfected”
through so-called successive lives (Reincarnation). It must be remembered that the
personality does not reincarnate; rather, the Higher Self reincarnates. As given earlier,
the Soul projects a fragment of Itself as the Lower Self into the lower or denser
manifested world to gain experience necessary for its overall development. At “death,”
the fruits of the personality are absorbed by the Higher Self and, after the between-lives
period (process of assimilation), the Higher Self sends forth a new personality. And while
the Soul is immortal (living through hundreds of lives), it is not eternal (as the Monad or
entity) because it too will “die” as part of Its evolutionary advancement. Meanwhile, the
goal of the Soul is to manifest the perfect balanced expression of the twelve qualities
associated with the zodiacal signs through a series of lives.

Microcosmically, the evolutionary arc of Man is portrayed as Aries through
Pisces, in order of symbological ascension. The ultimate goal is Liberation (Salvation)
via knowledge of “the mysteries of the Kingdom of God,” saved from the wheel
(horoscope) or “ocean of incarnation and death” (sourcing Bhagavad Gita).



Planetary & Zodiacal Powers and Intelligences

Geoffrey Hodson wrote on page 159 of “Yogic Ascent to Spiritual Heights” that
one must first tap into the planetary powers before one can hope to reach the Zodiacal
Intelligences. The planetary centers are the transformers in the microcosm of the
corresponding Zodiacal powers in the macrocosm. Here the planets “rule” the Signs
because the planetary centers must first be functional on our level. These centers become
operative through the corresponding glands and charkas in the temporal bodies (physical-
etheric-astral-mental) of each and every one of us. Then the way is open to be directly
influenced by the extra-planetary correspondences of the Zodiacal Signs.

The power bestowing influence of these planetary and Zodiacal forces channel
through the Higher Self into the Lower Self. Certain forces channel better than others
depending on the nature of the personal psyche as shown in the natal and progressed
charts. Those with strong water in the charts, say, tend to attract forces that impact on the
emotions (negative polarity) or intuition (positive polarity). Those with strong air tend to
focus on the mental body, the positive polarity linked to the abstract, spiritual mind
(manas 1), the negative polarity to the concrete mind (manas II).

The key to opening these gateways or force-centers is yoga: the science of
sublimating the creative life force resident in each man and woman. It is also called
Kundalini or the Serpent Fire. Normally expressed as the powerful sex-force, it is
nevertheless largely dormant at the base of the spine in the root chakra (Muladhara). The
goal of yoga is to develop your character and to raise the twin (negative and positive)
currents along a third neutral current up the spinal cord to the brain, activating charkas
along the way which results in psychic powers, spiritual illumination, ability to tap into
planetary and zodiacal powers, and so forth. More on this subject in the Scorpio chapter.

The important point to realize is that this earth upon which you now live is not
your place of origin. You are essentially an eternal free spirit, and a way back home is the
study and application (as in yoga) of astrology as it was truly meant to be studied and
applied.

Natal Horoscope

Present psychology, despite even the highly admirable work of humanistic
psychology, is still in its kindergarten stage of comprehension until the Ageless Wisdom
enters the picture. This entails the study of the true multidimensional psychology of Man
and a recognition of Man’s divine nature and spiritual origin.

As an example of true psychology, present-day psychological theoreticians must
recognize that Man as Higher Self or Soul manifests a body as a vehicle of expression to
gain necessary developmental experience. Man, as a self-conscious entity or
individualized deity-in-the-becoming (Microcosm) is learning the art and skill of
manifestation. Earth life is a school, a training system, in which Man learns to translate



his beliefs, ideas, emotions and imagination into physical experience—to create an Outer
to reflect the inner. Physical reality, then, is a feedback system showing us the results of
our creativity.

The personal horoscope symbolizes the present incarnation of the Higher Self.
The natal chart represents the temporary role (incarnation) of the Immortal Actor (Soul).
It shows the theme of the Plan, but not its details: The scene is set but the lines are not
written. In other words, no chart can give the specifics of the Divine Plan or how you will
fulfill your destiny. That’s your job, and the Higher Self relies on you to choose the
details and make the decisions, to which the Higher Self provides its inexhaustible energy
and resources to manifest. Astrology does not say what you will do with your character
because how you freely express your character becomes your personal destiny. Destiny is
basically how you use your energies directed by will (ideally), or unconsciously through
emotions and physical impulse. Since the options of your free will are limited by your
knowledge and conscious awareness, it behooves you to become self-aware and “know
thyself,” for “*You shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free” (John 8:32).

Qualities and Elements

Microcosmically, each zodiacal sign represents a stage of consciousness along the
evolutionary arc. The manifested realms of existence are traditionally symbolized in three
qualities (cardinal, fixed, mutable) and four elements (earth, water, air, fire). They are the
three gunas (Sk. “qualities”) and four tattvas (Sk. Abstract categories of substance)
respectively. Cardinality corresponds to the Sanskrit term, rajas, or activity; fixity
corresponds to tamas, or stability/inertia; mutability corresponds to sattva, or flexible
harmony.

In The Secret Doctrine volume I (4™ edition, page 252), H. P. Blavatsky wrote
about the correct order of the elements: “Fire, air, water, earth...the order in which these
elements are placed above is the correct one for esoteric purposes and in the secret
teachings.” The element earth relates to the physical plane (solid); water relates
microcosmically to the emotional plane (liquid); air relates to the mental plane (gas); fire
(plasma) relates to spirit or to the intuitional plane according to some occult traditions—
the creative, inspirational energizer behind thought, emotion and deed. Fire is the
intermediate state between life and form, essence and substance. Finally, the fifth element
exoterically in occult philosophy is akasha, or primordial space-substance. It is the
medium of potential space which some scientists theorize in limited form as “dark
matter.”

Each element symbolically becomes more “advanced” in progressive stages—for
example, Aries-Leo-Sagittarius. Aries is the personal stage of fire microcosmically; Leo
is the interpersonal stage; Sagittarius is the transpersonal stage.

The interaction of the three qualities (gunas) and four elements (tattvas) comprise
the twelve signs of the zodiac (3 x 4 = 12). Twelve is the number of the manifested



universe in perfection. The following illustration shows how the interaction of the
qualities and elements comprise the twelve zodiacal signs:

Quality-Element Combinations

CARDINAL-FIRE = ARIES
CARDINAL-WATER = CANCER
CARDINAL-AIR = LIBRA
CARDINAL-EARTH = CAPRICORN

MUTABLE-AIR = GEMINI FIXED-EARTH = TAURUS
MUTABLE-EARTH = VIRGO FIXED-FIRE  =LEO
MUTABLE-FIRE = SAGITTARIUS FIXED-WATER = SCORPIO
MUTABLE-WATER = PISCES FIXED-AIR = AQUARIUS

Each element is modified by one of the three qualities, just as each quality is
modified by one of the elements. In certain terms, just as a father and mother interact to
produce a son or daughter, each quality-element interaction produces a unique state of
beingness symbolized as a zodiacal sign. The goal is for the Soul to experience each of
the twelve signs, to master or unfold these energies into perfected expression. The Soul,
according to some occult traditions, must incarnate under each of the twelve sun signs at
least several times until the forces they represent are balanced. In occult numerology, the
number 7 is the number of the microcosmic planes and also the number of subdivisions
of any major division. For example, theosophists state that there are seven sub-races in
each of the seven Root Races (evolutionary progression of civilization). Similarly, it is
said by some occult numerologists that each Soul must incarnate at least seven times in
each sign, making a minimum of 84 incarnations for the Soul as a human being (7 x 12 =
84; 8+ 4 = 12). The majority of mankind, however, may expect to experience several
hundred lives before they achieve super-humanhood (Adeptship).

Polarities

Polarities (Aries-Libra, Taurus-Scorpio, Gemini-Sagittarius, Cancer-Capricorn,
Leo-Aquarius, Virgo-Pisces) are natural partnerships, and their purpose is to achieve
balanced, creative unity. They reflect the universal condition of oppositely polarized
potencies necessary for manifestation or creative generation: Spirit-Matter, positive-
negative, electro-magnetic, male-female, sperm-ovum, acid-alkaline, etc. One pole is the
active, positive potency; the other pole is the receptive, negative potency. Spirit-Matter in
passive unity is potentiality, while Spirit-Matter in active duality or oppositively
polarized is actuality. Spirit-Matter are counterparts during the Period of Manifestation
known as Manvantara, yet One in essence. Hence Father-Mother actively interact and
produce an offspring, or Spirit-Matter actively interact and produce a Universe
(Creation).
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In occult terminology, this Universe is the Manifested Cosmic Logos or Creative
Deity that “subdivides” into each Solar Logos, which then subdivides further into each
Logos of the Soul (Monad). Hence the One becomes the Many (Involution), and then the
Many returns to the One (Evolution). The Universal becomes individualized and the
Unmanifest becomes manifest.

Macrocosmically, the Unmanifest is an integrated, not a differentiated, state of
being. Due to the universal process of polarized interaction, Creation comes about. The
Adi plane (highest plane of manifestation) could also be seen as the meeting ground of
the Unmanifest and the Manifest. Each Monad in the Adi plane is the primal
differentiated state of the integrated Unmanifest Deity, much as the colors of the
spectrum through a prism are the differentiated states of integrated white light streaming
through that prism. The Source (white light analogy), on one level, is the Manifest
Cosmic Logos, which is the highest Deity imaginable. On another level, the Source is
really the Unmanifest Cosmic Logos, which is more a Divine Principle than a Deity per
se. Beyond that, of course, the Source of All That Is (also a favorite Seth term in Jane
Roberts’ books), Manifest and Unmanifest, is the Absolute, the Ultimate Reality, the
Causeless Cause, and “Non-Being.”

Microcosmically, in the temporal world, the same process of polarization occurs
in which the unmanifest becomes the manifest. In some circles, this is seen as the
interaction of the conscious mind with the subconscious to produce outer events and
objects. In other circles, will (positive polarity) and power (negative polarity), or Siva-
Sakti, interact to produce phenomena or effects. Blavatsky speaks of this in terms of the
“mysterious power of thought” or Kriyasakti (see the Sagittarius chapter on this subject
of the Law of Manifestation).

Seven Sacred Planets

Ancient astrological symbolism partly portrayed the Involutionary descent in
terms of the Seven Sacred planets (Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn).
The Sun represented purest Spirit or Consciousness, while Saturn, the planet farthest
away from the Sun (in ancient days) represented densest Matter or For, limitation, the
Ring-Pass-Not. In other symbolism, as given earlier, the Sun represents the reflection of
the Higher Self; that is, the Lower Self (personality).

Each planet is said to be the home superphysically of a Regent or Intelligence
very high up the evolutionary ladder, a sublime Elder Brother, so to speak. Such
planetary logoi are advanced spiritual Beings who have their special “supervisory” place
in the Hierarchical Plan, according to traditions. They are sometimes referred to in occult
literature as the Lords or Archangels of the ten major planets, the microcosmic Dhyan
Chohans in Theosophical terminology. Beyond them are the cosmic Dhyan Chohans of
the Zodiacal Signs and so-called “fixed stars.”

In terms of cosmogenesis, the twelve zodiacal signs represent (1) the universal
cyclic process of manifestation or Involution-Evolution, and (2) the original twelve
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Creative Hierarchies, Orders, or Builders of the manifested Universe, symbolizing in
unison the Cosmic Logos. According to ancient lore, four of these Architects have
passed onward into “liberation” (Cosmic Adepts), one is nearly there (Cosmic Arhat),
while seven remain (three being arupa or Formless Orders, four being rupa or Form
Orders). One of the rupa Orders consists of the human Monads themselves. Monads
include the human monads, devas, and other expressions of other Creative Hierarchies.
Since occult numerology is evident in this ancient lore, it suggests a far more allegorical
meaning than an actual reality!

The Seven Sacred Planets were divided into the twelve Zodiacal signs, five of the
planets “ruling” two signs each, as shown in the following diagram:

SUN ruling LEO

MOON ruling CANCER

MERCURY ruling GEMINI, VIRGO

VENUS ruling TAURUS, LIBRA

MARS ruling ARIES, SCORPIO
JUPITER ruling SAGITTARIUS, PISCES
SATURN ruling CAPRICORN, AQUARIUS

The Chaldeans viewed the solar system as a celestial body with the Seven Sacred
Planets being planetary charkas or energy relay points, transformers of stellar or cosmic
superphysical forces. They considered the Seven Sacred Planets as the transformers and
upadhis (Sk. “carriers”) of the Creative Hierarchies and forces involved with Earth’s
development. The priestly Chaldeans believed that fourth-dimensionally the planets were
connected as one Being, the physical (densest) representation of the Solar Logos. Three-
dimensionally the planets appear separate much as two-dimensional beings would view
the outstretched finger tip indentations on a flat piece of paper as being separate, but
three-dimensionally one can see the hand that connects them all.

Death and Rebirth of Sun-Son of God

In biblical symbolism, Christ-Jesus was crucified upon the cross, taken down and
buried in the tomb for three days, resurrected, and then ascended into heaven.
Allegorically, the Soul (Christ) descends as a personality (Jesus) to be crucified or
immersed upon the cross of matter (temporal world of the four elements or four special
direction of north-south-east-west). He is entombed for three days (densest three planes
of the lower mental, astral, physical), is resurrected (after treading the Path of Salvation
or Liberation), and finally ascends to Heaven (freed from the bondage of Matter and
returns to native spiritual realms).

Similarly, in astrological symbolism, the Sun (Son, Christ) begins its three-month
descent (three lower worlds) at the autumnal equinox, finally to initiate its ascension at
the Aries spring equinox. All the major mythologies dramatize the same Involutionary-
Evolutionary process, with the Christ life being a relatively recent merging of facts and
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myth to convey great spiritual truths, universal processes, and scientific methods of
personal Soul development.

Further reflections of the Involutionary-Evolutionary cycle is seen in Man as the
life-death-rebirth cycle (reincarnation). It is further symbolized on a daily basis in the
sleep-wake cycle. The fruits of each cycle are assimilated, enlarging the bank of
existence in manifestation, and the seeds are carried over into a new cycle of a spiralic
nature and higher order of expression.

Spiritual Psychology

Astrology is part of the Wisdom Sciences, originally taught by Adepts (perfected
men or evolutionary elders) and other beings that had successfully completed the Path of
Liberation in prior minor and major evolutionary periods. This is not any more strange
than teachers now instructing their students, offering the fruits of their experience, and
aiding in the spiraling ascent of the evolutionary arc.

The purpose of astrology as a tool of the Ageless Wisdom (Theosophia) is to help
awaken Man from the occlusion (spiritual darkness, ignorance, veil) of his spiritual origin
and divine nature. It is meant to be a Light upon the Path of Liberation or Evolution, to
help see one’s way far more clearly, and to facilitate hastened unfoldment.

The true function of astrology is to serve as a tool of Spiritual Psychology. The
goal of such a psychology is to help unify the inner and outer selves. Presently, in
Sanskrit terms, we are in the Kali-Yuga or spiritual dark age (yuga means “Great Cycle”).
A global resurgence of the Ancient Wisdom took place between 700 B.C. and 300 A.D.,
within which appeared the Lord Buddha in India, Lao-tze in China, Pythagoras in Greece,
Hermes Trismegistus in Egypt, and Jesus, to name a few.

Still, much selfishness exists due to a loss of functional knowledge of mankind’s
spiritual identity, ignorance of the laws of creation and daily optimum living, and an
overly accentuated sense of personal separateness from one’s fellow man. Humanhood is
often characterized by “Me and mine,” “Look out for # 1,” and “My way or | won’t
play.” Man is not only separated from his neighbor but fundamentally from himself, as
witnessed by widespread neuroses, job dissatisfaction, crime, and other symptoms of
alienation.

The process of unification is severely hampered due to ignorance of our own
nature. In psychological parlance, if there is a battle between the conscious and the
unconscious, the unconscious usually wins; that is, one’s basic inner concept of self
determines outer behavior. Happiness depends partially on what you believe or think
about yourself: Is it self-loving or self-rejecting? Psychological balance is also dependent
upon what you believe about the world: Is it seen as hostile or safe? Integration is also
based upon how you approach daily living: Is it lived from the Inside-Out (Hermetic
maxim) or from the Outside-In? And with interpersonal relationships, success is

13



determined upon how you interact with others: Does it stem from love or is it based on
fear?

The root of alienation from self and others is non-unification. In mystical terms, it
is the belief in a selfhood apart from “God” (All That Is, the Creative Forces, or however
you wish to term it). Unity follows the Hermetic dictum: As above, so below; as inner, so
outer; as you, so I. One ness is the key. You must start with yourself because before you
can hope to achieve unity with your fellow man, the Shakespearean axiom must be
followed: To thine own self be true, and you canst be false to any man. By integrating
one’s Lower Self with the Higher Self, the exploitation and murder of others become
impossible because one then is cognizant of the Christ (divine self in man) in other
individuals. Each person, however, must first face himself or herself clearly and honestly,
and not play hide and seek. The fundamental key is awareness, because if we do not work
out issues consciously, then the issues will be encountered through power struggles,
accidents, illness and other problems, fabricated from the so-called unconscious. Such
troublesome events and conditions—as can be alluded to in the progressed astrological
patterns—are simply methods meant, as Dane Rudhyar pointed out, to “make the person
conscious of what his life is about.”

Some Steps of Therapy

The first psychological step that the astrologer/psychologist/counselor suggests to
the client, with the aim of self-harmonization, is to examine his or her belief structure.
The client must make a conscious inventory of his expectations, habitual thought, and
behavioral patterns because therapy is dependent on the acknowledgement of the
“problem.” For example, as long as an alcoholic believes that he is not an alcoholic, an
effective cure cannot be initiated. The client is encouraged to turn within for answers,
perhaps with some preliminary assistance by the healer-counselor. This necessitates a
nonjudgmental attitude towards the client since he needs to be heard and accepted, not
criticized or rejected.

As a counselor, you point out a range of alternatives—not just the negative. Your
judgmental opinion (based on your standards) is not what is needed by the client. You
cannot jump to conclusions and try to guess the details or the answers. Listen and observe
first. To condemn a behavior is futile—for example, to condemn an alcoholic because he
drinks. You help others help themselves with information which leads to their inner
understanding of the causes of their problem, to help them know why it happened, and
then to encourage their own strengths and abilities, their own sense of power to handle
the situation.

As Kant correctly stated, “We see things not as they are, but as we are.” Another
apt phrase states, in effect, that “the trouble is not what other people don’t know, but that
they think they know so much that is erroneous.” In computer parlance, “Garbage in,
garbage out” coins the necessity to unlearn much that we have accepted in the
subconscious. The danger with the amateur psychologist or astrologer is twofold: (1)
over-accentuation of the intellect, de-emphasis of the heart, or (2) over-accentuation of
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the heart, de-emphasis of the intellect. What is required is heartfelt feeling; compassion
and service balanced with wisdom and effectively applied knowledge. A competent
astrologer should have an accurate psychological understanding of human nature, a
selfless desire to be of service, and demonstrate a reasonable integration of his or her own
life and hence be a living model, example, and light on the Path. The astrologer-healer-
astrologer attempts to open up communication between the inner and outer selves of their
clients, and to teach the doctrine of self-responsibility (true karma).

Doctrine of Self-Responsibility: Living From the Inside-Out

The method of self-responsibility is to live from the Inside-Out. This is the
modern variation of the Hermetic dictum, “As within, so without.” As stated in the New
Testament, “The kingdom of God is within you * (Luke 17:21). Yet the attention of the
majority of mankind is focused, not within, but outwardly or exteriorally-oriented. Man’s
normal waking state is intensely centered on physical earth reality. To some extent this is
normal in our evolutionary development since Consciousness is looking at this
direction—towards earthlife—immersed within it. The appearance world of the five
senses is quite convincing and “solid,” and all other realities are unperceived or ignored
as being intangible and “unreal.”

Humanhood places its attention upon money, sex, power, fame, self-preservation,
food, alcohol—you name it. Most people seek security rather than freedom (entailing
self-responsibility) and are taught to look outside themselves for answers. If we want
security, we look to parents, mate or government to take care of us. If fear is also strong,
and we distrust the former alternatives, the final refuge is money (hoarding gold during a
global financial crisis, for example) and the security it supposedly can buy. Fear is simply
a belief in a power or enemy outside of us that can hurt or deprive us. As long as we
project our power outside of us—upon parents, mate, government, job, money—we can
blame them if things go wrong. As long as we believe that the universe is hostile and
something to be feared, we will project our power and strength upon “outside” forces and
seek benevolent powers to protect us. This is normal humanhood: Living from the
Outside-In.

Both the spiritual path and integrative psychology mean living from the Inside-
Out. Again the Hermetic truism applies in modification: the outer is a reflection of the
inner. Consciousness manifests Form, not Form manifesting Consciousness. For
example, the brain does not create consciousness or thought; consciousness creates the
brain to provide physically-oriented thought. The ancients viewed the outer world as the
appearance world or Illusion (phenomena, Gr.), while the inner world was the Real world
or noumena (Gr.). Nothing is ever what it appears to be on the outside. However, the
Illusion is not that it doesn’t exist but that the Illusion is the way you conceptualize what
you perceive. In those terms, Maya (Illusion) exists, yet the five senses do not “sense” the
truth behind manifestation. The picture that the five physical senses portrays is
illusionary. For example, the colors you see around you do not exist independently of
your vision. Color is the result of light wave frequencies as they strike the retina. Each
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color is simply a different rate of vibration along the energy spectrum that impinges upon
the eye in the guise or maya of color.

Outer-Directed Astrology

A danger is for astrologers to use astrology along the Path of Occultism alone,
focusing on phenomena alone, not its noumena or higher meaning. Materialistic
astrologers project the power “out there” upon the stars and slavishly attend to daily
transits to see how the planets are affecting them and the world. Such a materialistic and
exoteric application of the Wisdom Science can be subtlety expressed. An astrologer may
look with trepidation at an upcoming Moon-Saturn conjunction in Scorpio in the
progressed chart, believing in terms of emotional limitation, restriction or difficulty. Or
an astrologer may assume that Aries square Cancer or Mars square Moon is naturally
stressful, comprising part of the assumed “nasty” Cardinal Grand Cross. Yet all of the
Grand Crosses comprise the whole zodiac, the twelvefold totality of the human psyche
archetypally in perfect balance with ach other.

There is no actual competition in principle between the twelve sides of the
Zodiac. Life is a cooperative gestalt, a unity, as witnessed by the cells in the human body,
combining into a wonderfully functioning integrative whole. If the cells “naturally” were
competitive, then such a cohesive network would not exist.

On a psychological level, there are no “problems” unless you believe that there
are problems. Living from the Outside-In, if you intently wanted a sunny Saturday
morning to play golf, for example, but nature provides a rainy day, you might react in
disappointment that it is indeed a lousy day. Living from the Inside-Out, however, you
realize that you cannot directly control the weather, so all you can have is a lousy attitude
towards it. You accept the rain and deal intelligently with it, not allowing it to ruin your
day or blaming it for your emotional state. This is true power over one’s life, not
projected power onto external conditions.

The Occult Path is not only a focus on Effect rather than Cause, but also an
emphasis on Metaphysics rather than Mysticism. Metaphysics is exoteric knowledge;
mysticism is esoteric knowledge, wisely applied. Metaphysics is knowing about truth,
knowing the “letter” of the truth, but not the “spirit” of the truth or being it. In
comparison, this is viewed as too much intellect but not enough heart or wisdom. The
path of the mystic is characterized by intelligence, love, heart and intuition.

Astrology is a tool, and its effectiveness is dependent upon its user, no more and
no less. It serves as an entry door into deeper, spiritual realities. But to make astrology
into a god is a severe displacement that many astrologers unfortunately pay homage to—
for example, seeking final answers in the form of infallible techniques to specify details.
Such dubious techniques find domicile usually in the “medical astrology” and “karmic
astrology” branches. A karmic astrologer may attempt, say, to describe your “past”
incarnations or attempt to definitively describe your “karma.”
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Hastened Development

The goal is for the personality to best develop its set of qualities represented by
the horoscope: To transmute “negative” qualities and to develop “positive” character
building. The ideal is to unify the Lower Self with the Higher Self, and allow the inner
wisdom to direct one’s earthly path. This entails the process of (1) Education—studying
the Ageless Wisdom regarding the nature of reality since knowledge is power; (2) Self-
Mastery—opurification and discipline of the physical, emotional and lower mental
(analytical or separative-thinking) bodies; (3) Meditation—the yoga of contacting the true
Self within; (4) Service—providing a quantity and quality of work and selfless dedication
to furthering the Evolutionary process, to help create a better world for all people.

Such a way of life is the Path of Hastened Development, the “strait gate” and “the
narrow way,” the “razor-edged path.” The evolutionary arc can be traversed in its
normal, slow manner, or accelerated to encompass, according to some traditions, fewer
lifetimes (but more work!). One then breaks out of the “Wheel of death and rebirth,”
entering into the state of super humanity, to become what St. Paul described as “just men
made perfect” (Heb. 12:23), or “Adepts” (Lat.). The Path necessitates living from the
Inside-Out and knowing that all personal experiences are a manifestation of one’s state of
consciousness. Experiences primarily flow from us, not to us, except in terms that
secondarily we react to them as events and environment in our life.

Super-Psychology

“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7). Since the outer picture
reflects the inner condition (motives, beliefs, expectations), it behooves us to focus our
attention upon truth, not simply on what we accept as truth or reality. For example, we
can universally accept the belief that evil exists, that there is a lesser power apart from
God bent on creating havoc in the world. Or we can rationally recognize that if God (All
That Is) is indeed omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent, then only God exists. There
is not All That Is and you. There is not All That Is and evil. The basis of mystical
astrology is a realization of the true multidimensional psychology of Man and a
recognition of Man’s divine nature and spiritual origin.

*hhkkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkikhkhkkikhkhkkhkkhhkkhkkhhkkhhihkkhkihkkhihkikiikik

CHAPTER ONE

ARIES

Macrocosmically, Aries represents the manifesting, Creative Deity (Logos)
issuing from Non-Being (the pre-Cosmic Absolute). From the interaction in the Cosmic
Unmanifest of the “Father-Mother” principle (Spirit-Matter or primal Positive-Negative
polarization designated by Aquarius-Pisces), a “Son” was born. This Son or “Cosmic
Christ” is the Presiding Deity and Emanator of the Universe during the present Period of
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Manifestation (Maha-Manvantara) or cosmic cycle of 311 trillion years (according to
Hindu calculations).

Its first expression is the Manifest Cosmic Logos, the source of the various
Creative Hierarchies (Elohim) charged with the creation of the Universe, sometimes
synthesized under the term Mahat or Universal Mind. Its second expression is
collectively the Solar Logoi of the Universe. Each star is said to represent a Solar Logos
(Logos of a Solar System), a “Ray” of the Cosmic Logos, the Presiding Deity over Its
own system. Its third expression are the Monads (entities) within each Solar Logos. Each
Monad (Logos of the Soul), whether human, deva or other manifestation, is a “Ray” of
the Solar Logos.

This trinity of the Logos Doctrine is essentially One. The origin of all three is the
same, and the only difference lies in their respective level of unfoldment or evolutionary
stature. In certain terms, Monads are the microcosmic representations of the macrocosm
or Cosmic Logos. And yet, each Monad is destined to attain to the stature of a Solar
Logos and beyond.

Parenthetically, it may be helpful for some readers to know that the trinity of
AUM known as Brahma-Vishnu-Shiva (Mahesha) in Hindu teachings are not three
separate Deities, but the three Functions or Aspects of the Logos. Brhama is the Third
Logos, the Creator or Creative Principle in charge of the creation of the “raw materials”
of the Universe. It is the “Knower” or Consciousness aspect. Vishnu is the Second Logos,
the Preserver or Formative Principle charged with the pranic (life) sustaining of vehicles.
It is the “Knowing” or Life aspect. Shiva or Mahesha is the First Logos, the Regenerating
or Transforming Principle, charged with the unfoldment of Consciousness in vehicles. It
is the “Known” or Form aspect that actually does the work in the creation of the five
microcosmic planes (Atma, Buddhi, Manas, Astral, Physical). Other examples of the
universal Trinity Principle are as follows: Father-Child-Mother, Sat-Ananda-Cit,
Perceiver-Perception-Perceived, Subject-Relation-Object, and so forth.

Avries represents the Dawn of Creation (commencement of manifestation), just as
the Aries point on the eastern horizon in conventional charts represents the “rising” point
of the Sun at dawn. Hence Aries represents the rising Sun (Cosmic “Son”) from the east
(source of manifestation), the “Dawn” which starts the divine cyclic process of emanation
known as Involution-Evolution. The lamb symbolizes Aries because it is the divine
sacrifice that is “slain” (Involution or descent of Life-Spirit into the limitations of Matter-
Form).

Macrocosmically, the manifestation cycle begins its descent at the Aries cardinal
(power) point. Microcosmically, since the Sun is exalted in Aries (Monad), the Sun
(Higher Self) rises (manifests) from the East (Atmic or highest plane of manifestation in
the microcosm) and begins its descent into lower or denser vibratory dimensions. Aries
also represents Adam Kadmon (Heb.), the “spark of the Flame,” the Monad or “Heavenly
Man” not yet “fallen” (descended) into sin (earth plane).
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Avries is one of the four cardinal points of the zodiac, esoterically understood in
the following way:

Macrocosm Microcosm
(1) ABSOLUTE (Capricorn) (3) SOUL (Cancer as bridge to Higher Self)
(2) MONADIC, SOLAR, (4) PERSONALITY (Libra as bridge to Lower Self)

COSMIC LOGOS (Aries)

At the Cancer cardinal point, the microcosmic cycle begins its descent. Occult tradition
(Porphry, the third century Neo-Platonist) describes two gates, one in which is
represented by Cancer, the “Gate of Birth” through which Spirit descends into the
“lower” worlds of increasingly denser matter. The Monad descends or expresses as the
Soul, and the Soul (Higher Self) descends or expresses as the Personality (Lower Self)
through the Libra cardinal point. Libra, as the polar opposite of Aries, shows the entry
into the temporal world whereas Aries shows the entry into the Divine world. The cycle
is completed at the Capricorn cardinal point which microcosmically represents the
furthest reaches or densification of Spirit immersed in Matter-Form.

In Aries we find Adi I, the highest or subtlest plane of manifestation in the Divine
world. It is the medium, so to speak, in which the Logos lives, moves and has Its Being.
Further differentiation takes place in Adi Il, designated by Taurus. Even further
differentiation takes place in the Anupadaka plane, symbolized by Gemini. The Monad,
while Its existence has Its roots in the Adi plane, has Its “home” or center of
consciousness in the Anupadaka plane.

In certain terms, the Adi plane is the boundary or meeting ground of the Manifest
and the Unmanifest. Indeed, it can be said that the two states of Reality are the Manifest
and Unmanifest. However, Ultimate Reality, known as the Absolute or Non-Being, is the
only “perfect” Reality because all else is relative or derivative.

The Unmanifest is that vast, incomprehensible “Twilight Zone” between the
Absolute and the Manifest. There the primal Positive-Negative comes into potential
existence as a Principle which generates what 1.K. Taimni terms the “Unmanifest Cosmic
Logos.” Limitless energy generates from this Infinite Power Potential state due to
polarization which “runs the machinery” of the Manifest. The Manifest Cosmic Logos is
Itself “part” of the Unmanifest Cosmic Logos which provides the Cosmic Ideation for the
Involutionary-Evolutionary Cycle. The “difference” between the two is that the Manifest
is a differentiated or kinetic (active) state, however sublime and subtle, whereas the
Unmanifest is an integrated, potential state. Using the analogy of a prism once again, the
Unmanifest is the integrated white light which streams through the prism of Aries and
expresses as the differentiated colors (Logoi, etc.)of the spectrum.

Added Esoteric Meanings
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Microcosmically, Aries is the cardinal power point where the ecliptic, the
apparent path of the Sun around the Earth, intersects the celestial equator. This Vernal
Equinox event mirrors the Resurrection of the Sun (Son, Christ, Higher Self) rising from
the grave after three months (three days, three lower temporal bodies) in winter (the tomb
of spiritual occlusion). Therefore the Sun is traditionally exalted in the sign of Aries.

Avries represents the outward thrust that proclaims “I will arise,” initiating the path
of Salvation or Liberation. It is the Soul pioneering the long journey back to Its source.
The Zodiacal glyph is that of the ram that symbolizes the active, positive, spiritual Self-
Will that decides to arise from the Lesser in its journey to the Greater.

Mars, as the traditional ruler of both Aries and Scorpio, is the procreative power
in men and women that bodily is asleep in the sacral area as latent Kundalini, the creative
life force in Man. As the ancient ruler of Scorpio, Mars depicts the downward flow of the
procreative arrow into generative, sexual activity; hence the occult statement that Mars
represents, on one level, man’s animal nature, passions and desires (Kama).

Psychologically, besides corresponding to the head, Mars-Aries is the energizing
activity associated with the adrenal glands at the onset of a fight-or-flight confrontation.
Emotionally, on the lower astral levels, Mars corresponds typically to anger and
combative behavior. Both Mars and Aries symbolize aggressive energy (the warrior
archetype) on a basic, rudimentary level.

Personal Stage of Life

Psychologically, Aries begins the personal stage of humanhood. Taurus, Gemini,
and the Baby (dependency) side of Cancer complete the four early Zodiacal signs
representative of the Child side of life in terms of personal needs. The “personal I” —or
“me”—is chiefly characterized by the attitude of getting and self-preservation: “My
wants,” “my needs,” “give me.” Mars-Aries-Ascendant represent this personal,
immediate self-will in action; a key to identity and personal action. “I want what | want
immediately!” Aries is cardinal-fire: self-initiated power to act and to overtly create
events. “I will do my own thing in my own way!” It is also the drive for freedom of
action, one of the three freedom signs (Aries, Sagittarius, Aquarius). The keynote of
Aries and Mars is independence and self-will.

It is natural for the personal signs, especially Aries, to display egoism in terms of
seeing the world from one’s own narrow perspective only. With the entry and successful
development into the interpersonal signs (secure side of Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra,
Scorpio), other people’s point of view is gained as one learns to share and work together.
With the transpersonal signs (Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, Pisces), personal and
interpersonal needs are hopefully satisfied, and larger issues are handled.

Ahamkara—The Illusory Sense of Self
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The attitude of personal rights, personal defense, self-preservation, and
possessiveness were built up after many lives. This personal sense of self or ahamkara
(Sk. “I-making”) is the sense of separate self-existence—the “false sense of 1.” Ahamkara
is the focus on the “me” as distinct from other people in essence, a self-consciousness
that carries the illusion of separateness. Hindu metaphysics view ahamkara, this semi-
independent sense of self, as being the root cause of suffering throughout history.

Nevertheless, this I-making—or better yet, “me”-making—is a necessary “egg-
shell” at first, required so that self-consciousness may evolve, serving much like a
scaffolding on a building in the process of construction. When the time is ripe, the chick
can safely break out of the shell that was once a protection, but now hinders its further
development. Similarly, when the building is erected, the scaffolding can be safely
discarded.

According to occult history, since about the middle (fifth sub-race) of the
Atlantean or Fourth Root Race, development of analytical reasoning or separative
thinking began. It carried on in greater force at the start of the present Aryan or Fifth
Root Race, focused on the evolution of the concrete, reasoning mind. Presently,
according to these old traditions, we are in the fifth sub-race (Teutonic) of the Fifth
(Aryan) Root Race, doubly accentuating intellectual and technological development.
Carrying the line of progression further, the sixth sub-race of the present Aryan Root
Race, due within this 21* century, will focus on the development of integrative thinking,
intuition and clairvoyance.

Meanwhile, ahamkara and its tendency towards selfishness is still prevalent to an
overwhelming degree at this midpoint of our evolutionary track. The negative aspect of
Mars/Avries is selfishness, not caring for another person’s feelings, being self-absorbed.
What such a person does, he does for himself. When he ostensibly gives, he gives to get.
And the only way to please a selfish person is to do exactly what he wants you to do
because he’s really not interested in what you want.

Understandably, in this appearance world, the overwhelming sense data evidence
apparently shows that we are separate from each other. In Spirit we are One, yet
physically we are apparently divided into separate personalities within separate in three-
dimensional time and space. Physical reality is the seventh and densest plane where
Consciousness is focused upon differentiation of the One into the Many. Breaking out of
this mass hypnotism of a selfhood apart from others is not simple within this
differentiated plane meant to express as fully as possible the multidimensional nature of
Consciousness.

Action and Desire

Mars/Aries rules self-will that normally acts to fulfill desire. Each desire
engenders an attitude towards it: positive or negative, accept or reject, approach or avoid.
If you see yourself in a certain manner (self-image), you will act that way. You do not
really believe something (accept it as being true) until you are willing to act as if you
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believed it. For example, if you and your spouse trust in each other’s goodness and love,
you will risk to express hurt and disagreement. If your self-esteem is low and you doubt
your mate’s loving acceptance, you will dam up your hurt (self-block).

When you dam up your power to act (in this case, the need to express your hurt),
symptoms can appear as irritation, anger, tiredness, headaches, low spirits escalating to
depression, accidents, surgery and even suicidal tendencies (bottled up anger and guilt
erupting as extreme self-punishment). Disease and psychological illness are the common
expressions of such repression and denial. Similarly, if your will to do what you really
want to do is projected, then relationships with others become disruptive. Violence and
even murder may be its extreme reflections, as well as milder symptoms such as
arguments (verbal attack-and-defend) of a chronic nature, common in various astrological
combinations—for example, Mars-Pluto stress aspects.

Withheld hurt turns into anger (“You’re not okay and I’m going to put you
down”). Withheld anger turns into guilt (*I’m not okay and 1’m going to put myself
down”). Anger demands, “You must be different than what you are.” Guilt demands, “I
must be different than what | am.” You cannot master a situation when you blame other
people or react with self-blame. If a person feels, “I am no good” or “Life is no good,”
feeling hopeless and powerless, this can lead to being abused by others as punishment for
being no good, to be victimized by exploitive people, or to become ensnarled in an
unrewarding job or personal relationships. If you feel that life is hostile, uncaring, evil
and destructive, then you will hardly trust others or even your own self.

Depression is repressed anger or suppressed power to act. If your beliefs are
fearful, your emotional reactions will take form as stress. If you project power to a feared
object or person, you will feel weak or powerless in relation to it. Thus to believe in your
own weakness robs you of the power to act constructively. If, moreover, you subscribe to
the belief that expressing anger is taboo, then you will believe that anger—even if you
feel it—is evil and wrong. Or you may simply feel that anger means losing control,
feeling guilty if you display it.

The problem is not the emotion, however, but its suppression due to good-bad,
right-wrong beliefs. The “false sense of I” cuts off the flow of harmonization. The
humanhood “I am” principle of Aries/Mars may assert, “But | am depressed!”—thus
attaching to that image by the process of identification. You manifest whatever you attach
your “I am” to. Once the subconscious or formative aspect of the psyche accepts anything
as true, even though it may actually be a falsehood, it commences to objectify it as best as
possible. We have not learned to be wise Watchmen of the Gate into inner portions of our
being, planting seeds that will take root and flower into karmic repercussions.

Constructive Nature of Mars/Aries

The element of Mars/Aries is fire (creativity and action). It is the power ideally to
become your best self. The positive essence of Mars/Aries is the freedom to be your own
person, to be yourself without apology. It is the power and freedom to express who you
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are. Anything you need that helps you be better and more self-actualized is good. You
have a right to that, as long as it does not take from others or interfere with their freedom.
You neither self-block nor aggressively apply self-will, but initiate affirmative action
(assertion) for what you want. You seek what you want, avoid what you don’t want or
need in your life, neither putting yourself down (self-blocking) nor others (aggression).

Remember, however, that the self-will of the personality in humanhood is the
“false sense of I” occluded to its real identity (Higher Self, entity). The key to getting in
touch with this Real Self is to be an active, creative servant or transparency of the Higher
Self. To find self, one must “lose” self: To transmute self-will into Universal Will. Here
the little will of undisciplined Aries becomes an intelligent vehicle for the Higher Self.
“Not my will, but thine, be done (Luke 22:42).

*hhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhhkkhkkhhkhkihhkhkihhkhkkhhkhkkihkhkkihhkkihhkkhkihkkikkihkiiikiik

CHAPTER TWO

TAURUS

Macrocosmically, Taurus represents the Word or “Logos” (Gr.) uttered by God at
the onset of the Involutionary-Evolutionary cycle of manifestation known as Manvantara.
It is the creative, formative feminine principle by which the Universe manifests. Just as
behind every word is a thought or that which speaks, so too the Cosmic Word (Taurus)
expresses the Universal Mind (Aries). Spirit is given Form through this cosmic AUM that
descends the path of Involution until it reaches the lowest plane of physical matter (Word
made Flesh). Adi Il is the highest mode of manifestation in Form.

The Word may also be phrased the Cosmic Song voiced by the "Hidden God”
(the Unmanifest Cosmic Logos or even the Absolute), ever sounding throughout the eons
until the cycle of Pralaya (Sk. “Period of Dissolution”) when manifestation ceases and
Silence reigns again. An Old Testament psalmist wrote: “By the Word of the Lord were
the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth” (Ps. 33:6). In
Hindu esotericism, Brahma (Aries, Demiurge) issued forth the Universe through marriage
with Vach (Taurus, Word), meaning voice or sound, the Feminine Creator or generative
principle. In the Egyptian “Book of the Dead,” Thoth, or Divine Intelligence, uttered the
Word that created the cosmos. In John’s gospel, the Logos (G. “Word”) Doctrine was
established in which the Word (Spirit) was made flesh (manifested).

Taurus rules the throat, voice, chants and mantras because of their connection
with the creative potency of sound. Sounds, especially music, are states of vibration,
showing their creative, formative power as intricate, mathematical patterns. The famous
Chladni experiments demonstrated the reality of the formative potency of sound. This can
be carried out by stretching a rubber membrane across an open jar, lightly sprinkling sand
or tiny seeds upon it. Subsequently, draw a violin bow across the edge, and the particles
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will jJump and then settle into a geometrical design. Or you can take a large teapot filled
partially with water and blow a note down the spout. The quiescent water or the formless
sand can represent the undifferentiated, pre-cosmic, receptive Space-Matter (the “Great
Deep”) before the “Great Breath” impregnates it.

The Cosmic Word expresses the Cosmic Ideation or Thought. The Word, being
spoken, sets into motion or vibration the waters of the Great Deep, rippling off into the
furthest reaches of Creation. Spirit is given Form; Consciousness expresses through
Matter. The AUM or Cosmic Sound of power is uttered. The Word or Sound descends
the Path of Involution and its seven planes (Adi, Anupadaka, Atma, Buddhi, Manas,
Astral, Physical) until its reaches the lowest plane (physical matter). At this point the
Word became flesh or densest matter in terms of vibratory rate. The mineral kingdom
represents physically the furthest reaches of the Cosmic Word.

As a ripple upon a pond has its widest outreach at the edge or circumference, so
too does Cosmic Matter display its widest expression or differentiation at its furthest
plane (mineral kingdom). The One becomes the Many, unity becomes diversity, and the
Universal becomes individualized most exactingly at the physical level. This is
represented by the Pythagorean decad (10), the All manifesting as the Word, the
generative force of Creation. It symbolizes the totality of manifestation: the “1”
representing Deity, the Source; the “0” symbolizing the Ring-Pass-Not or the Absolute.
The circle with the dot in its center (Sun glyph) could also represent the Creative Deity
(Logos), as distinct from the Absolute that is represented by the circle or zero value
alone. On another level, the Sun glyph represents the Higher Self, the dot within the
circle symbolizing the Monad (see the Leo chapter).

Nature Principle

Taurus is the symbol of Mother Nature, the sign of fertility and agriculture. It is
Matter (Prakriti or “differentiated substance”), the negative, feminine, receptive principle
to which Spirit (Purusha), the positive, masculine, fructifying principle, acts upon it. The
interaction of Spirit-Matter or Father-Mother issues forth a Son (Creation or Emanation).
Put differently, the seeds of Aries are planted within the fertile earth, awaken and grow.
Similarly, the fecundity and matrix of pre-cosmic, virgin Matter (Mulaprakriti) is
impregnated by Spirit or Fohat (see the Aquarius chapter), and the seeds or essence of the
former Manvantara or Period of Manifestation germinate into new evolutionary growth.
Mother Nature or Cosmic Matter becomes the material or medium through which all life
takes form, from the most tenuous superphysical matter to the densest physical matter.

Alcyone in the Pleiades

In the Hebrew alphabet, the first letter is Aleph (bull or 0x), meaning “The One”
or “First Born.” The constellation of Taurus consists of the Hyades cluster of stars and,
above that, the Pleiades, known in ancient tradition as “the seven stars,” and considered
the central or first-born constellation of the Milky Way galaxy. The Pleiades (“Krittikas”
Sk.) were the seven daughters of Atlas, one of the children, along with Zeus, of Uranus
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and Gaea in Greek mythology. Alcyone in the Pleiades was especially noted by the
ancients, perhaps representing one of the Orders of the Seven Rishis or Hierarchies
connected with the descent of the human Monads into the earth planes.

The Pleiades, 400 light years away, in the constellation of Taurus, were seen as
the macrocosmic counterpart of the Seven Sacred Planets, and around which our solar
system revolved. Universal reference to them as “the seven stars” suggest in occult
tradition the dim4ension or direction from which Souls descended into our solar system.
The seven stars were considered the disseminating centers for the Seven Rays or seven
classes of Monads, although Sirius in Canis Major is considered the spiritual center or
controller of our solar system.

The Sacred Bull

The bull was sacred in many mythological cosmogonies: Egyptian (Apis),
Chaldean, Hindus, etc. It had special significance during the Age of Taurus, roughly
4,000 B.C. to 2,000 B.C. The pole star then was Alpha Draconis, the Dragon star.
Dragons and serpents in scriptures and mythologies often represent, among other
meanings, the generative power in Man that “tempts” the Spirit of man from a state of
innocence to Desire and the sex impulse. This would describe the descent or “Fall,” as in
the expulsion of Adam and Eve from Eden, of pure Spirit into Matter or earthly
sensations. The bull is also a symbol of physical generation or procreative power. When
transmuted, this generative potency—the “Serpent Fire” or Kundalini—can lead to
supernormal powers and comprehensions (see the Scorpio chapter).

Occult Symbolism of Venus

Venus, as traditional ruler of both Taurus and Libra, is often credited as Aphrodite
in Greek mythology. In macrocosmic correspondence, she is Venus, not so much as
ruling earth-sign Taurus, as being exalted in the water sign, Pisces. Its root is aphros (Gr.
“foam”). Aphrodite means foam risen, issuing from the froth of the sea with a seven-petal
lotus in her hand (Seven Rays of Consciousness). Occultly, once again, Monads are
sometimes classified into seven types or groups known as “Rays,” much as white light
differentiates into the seven colors of the spectrum.

Aphrodite represents the formative impulse from the sea of pre-cosmic, virgin
matter (Mulaprakriti). From this Unmanifest state of Matter comes differentiated Matter
(Prakriti), the “raw material” and basis of manifestation. From this pre-cosmic sea
(Pisces) comes manifested Matter (Taurus) or substance of the Universe.

Microcosmically, Venus is known as Earth’s Elder Sister. In ancient tradition, she
is known as the light bearer, Earth’s spiritual and mental forerunner. Early Theosophists
claimed that its Planetary Scheme of Evolution is far in advance of our Earth Planetary
Scheme. Occult legend also describes great Beings who came to Earth from Venus at the
middle of the Third Root Race (Lemurian). These “Lords of the Flame” concentrated the
Light or Intelligence of the Solar Logos upon primitive, unthinking mankind, and the
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spark of self-conscious intelligence was fanned. As a result, Man’s mental evolution was
quickened ahead of time (read Arthur C. Clake’s 2001: A Space Odyssey in which the
mysterious “obelisk” functioned similarly). That is partially why the element for the mind
or manas is occultly seen as fire rather than air die to the intervention of the Lords of the
Flame. Their influence, again according to occult traditions, also brought about the
creation of the so-called Great White Brotherhood on this planet, an occult Hierarchy of
advanced or perfected Souls (men and extra-planetary Beings).

The Venus glyph has a circle (Spirit) above a cross (Matter). Along the
Involutionary arc, Matter becomes increasingly dominant over Spirit. Put differently,
there is a greater identification with matter and the not-Self. During the Evolutionary arc,
Matter becomes increasingly subservient to Spirit. Put differently, there is a greater
identification with consciously and Self.

As the Venus glyph shows, Spirit and Form are merged, but Spirit is above
Matter, molding it into forms of beauty and sensitivity that more ideally reflects the
nature of Spirit. The Egyptian ankh was an ancient VVenus glyph, showing mankind
stepping out of superphysical bodies that were androgynous into physical, single-sexed
male and female bodies. The cross represents both the male and female forces of nature
in dual-sexed polarity. According to occult tradition, mankind descended from the
innocence of the superphysical androgyne state into physical bodies during the separation
of the sexes some 18 million years ago.

Ferdinand the Bull, the placid bull, smelling flowers in the field, personifies
Matter still dominant over Spirit, immersed in the seduction of materiality. As a
quadruped creature, he allegorically represents the Lower Self, the four legs symbolizing
the fourfold bodies of the personality (physical, etheric, astral, lower mental). Unlike
Pegasus, the white (purified) winged horse (Lower Self) that is under the control and
guidance of Perseus (Higher Self), Ferdinand exhibits the stubborn, uncontrolled passive
desire for earthly pleasures and sensations.

Psychological Meaning of Taurus

Taurus is in fact fixed earth. Fixity is one of the three qualities (gunas) of matter,
of which matter is further characterized as elements (tattvas or modes of manifestation).
The guna of Tamas (Sk. “inertia” or stability) relates to fixity, while the tattva of prithivi
(Sk.) relates to earth. Taurus transforms Aries energy and motive power into form, hence
the Taurean drive for tangible reality and its identification with matter.

The keyword for earth is sensation or tangibleness. It is the urge or capacity to
produce or experience in tangible form. Earth wants a demonstration, and Taurus earth
wants the demonstration to be pleasurable, to feel good, to delight in sensation
(Ferdinand the Bull). Fixity adds to the focus on the physical/material world. It is the
self-willed fixity of purpose that persists in all indulgences. It can be a rigidity of focus
upon the five senses, with smell being the last to be developed in man, thus
characterizing Ferdinand’s main preoccupation of smelling the flowers. Taurus earth is

26



fixed upon the illusory yet seductive stability and pleasures of the five senses. Yet behind
the passive enjoyment is the active principle that turns energy into form through the
medium of matter.

The Weight of Desire

As given earlier, Venus is Aphrodite or creative desire arising (foam) from the
ocean of Matter. Souls are bound to earth by desire, in fact. It is the intoxicating desire
for sentient existence. This thirst for sensation is called Trishna (Sk.) that impels the Soul
into incarnation. It is not a force from without but an inner desire to experience the things
of this world. In deeper terms, it is part of the universal process of Involution that ever
seeks fuller expression. As fascination for the earth increases, desires increase, which
creates a greater attachment to the earth. Due to the instinctive resistance of matter
(tamas), inertia is set into habitual motion so that the power to attract through desire also
becomes the power to bind. That is why Taurus, as fixed earth, is the stubborn tendency
(resistant tamas) to indulge in familiar appetites, and to feel secure in having possessions.

Taurus is our capacity to enjoy ourselves. Its keynote is pleasure and indulgence.
It is oriented towards comfort and enjoyment: “If it feels good, do it!”” In mundane terms,
this can mean eating, drinking, smoking, indulging in sex and sensuality, money,
possessions, and whatever comforts or “turns on” the senses. Taurus is basically easy-
going and wants life to be comfortable, usually in a concrete and tactile manner. I have
and enjoy, therefore I am.”

The danger of strongly emphasized Taurus in a chart is overindulgence so that
sensual habits become your master, including excessive attachment to material
possessions and money. Identification occurs with the desired object: “I am what | own.”
The root of desire is attention habitually focused upon the “things of this world.” Instead
of the Soul being sovereign of the body, it becomes a slave to the appetites. As most
students of human nature understand, indulgence does not cure sensual desire. It only
temporarily satisfies the desire, just as food will temporarily satisfy the appetite for
nourishment. In fact, continued indulgence will only establish the habitualness of the
desire and even its addiction in some cases.

Pleasure As A Natural Mode of Being

The Taurus principle has its rightful place in the scheme of evolution, however.
Without pleasure, life would be mere survival. Trishna would be impossible if earthly
living held nothing pleasurable and if the fulfillment of creative desire was denied. Your
state of consciousness determines what gives you pleasure. A hedonist would want
greater sensual pleasure, while a religious ascetic transmutes such earthly attachments
into spiritual bliss (ananda) that for him is a far greater mode of pleasure.

The pleasure-seeking instinct of Taurus is good and natural at its proper stage of

evolution. However, like money, it becomes a serious impediment when it comes
between yourself and others (becoming self-indulgent at their expense) and when it
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comes between the personality and the Soul due to the preoccupation of earthly pleasures.
The inertia or tamas of pleasure seeking can then become retarding in its despiritualizing
effect on the personality.

The metaphysician realizes that pleasure and supply (money and possessions that
“give” pleasure) are not really external. Even pleasure is not external. If that were so,
going out to dinner and a movie afterwards would be automatically pleasurable. You
must, however, have an appetite to eat and be in the mood to be entertained. An external
form of merriment will not cause a depressed or mournful person to feel merry. Pleasure
IS a state of consciousness.

Principle of Non-attachment

According to the metaphysician, the problem lies not in the innocent experiencing
of pleasure, but in the attachment of that pleasure. The feeling of the sensation of
pleasure is perfectly natural and good, but the craving to repeat the sensation (or else you
will not be “happy”) shows your attachment to it. You get “caught up” in the various
attractions and repulsions of the temporal world. So the problem occurs when you allow
yourself to be bound to an object or event by either attraction or repulsion. Put
differently, what is “evil,” in biblical terms, is not money but the love of money because
the creator unwittingly has become under the dominion of his own creations.

This force of desire (vasana) to repeat pleasure and to avoid pain is quite natural.
The metaphysician does not attempt to kill desire that is behind the pursuit of pleasure or
happiness (normally meaning the satisfaction of desire). He realizes that desire, in its
basic state, is the will-to-be, to actualize oneself, to manifest, to unfold. Again, the
problem is the attachment that ties us down to the illusory plane of earthly existence
(Maya).

The yogi or metaphysician therefore practices what is known in Sanskrit as viveka
(discrimination between the Real and the unreal) and vairagya (non-attachment), When
you see through the illusory nature of this temporal plane, you start to become detached
in your relation to it, becoming more and more discriminating as to what is really
important in life. You become poised between the polarity of raga-dvesa (attraction-
repulsion). You enact a balancing act between them, remaining inwardly serene and
outwardly unaffected no matter what happens (state of equilibrium or contentment).

Put differently, there is no longer any attachment to things. Possessions are
pragmatically used and sensibly enjoyed in the art of earthly living, not sought solely for
self-indulgence or clutched for fear of loss. You are not ecstatic to see tings come, nor are
you depressed to see them go. You see them come and see them go, and you go on with
life.

*hhkkkhkhkkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhhkkhkihkkhkhhkkhihhkhihkiiikk
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CHAPTER THREE

GEMINI

Castor and Pollux

Gemini represents two dualities: (1) the duality of the Monad (entity) and Its
microcosmic reflection, the Soul (Higher Self); (2) the duality of this “immortal Man”
(Soul) and his mortal reflection, the earthly personality (Lower Self).

This is best exemplified as Castor and Pollux in Greek mythology. Zeus-Jupiter,
king of the gods, sired two sons in his amour with the mortal woman, Leda. Castor and
Pollux were twins, one being mortal (Castor), the other being immortal (Pollux). Both
emerged from the same egg, according to classical legend, while their sister, Helen of
Troy, emerged from a second egg. In reference to the eggs, it may be interesting to note
that Zeus had seduced Leda in the form of a swan.

During a Trojan battle, Castor suffered a mortal wound. Pollux, in grief over the
sight of his dying brother, pleaded with Zeus to allow him to die with his brother. Zeus
responded, “Thou canst not die altogether; thou art of a divine race.” So moved by the
great love the brothers had for each other, Zeus gave Pollux the choice of remaining
forever in Olympus or to become semi-immortal, sharing his brother’s fate, by spending
half of his existence on earth and the other half together in Olympus. Thus did Zeus place
them both into the heavens as twin stars, only to alternate half their time on Earth. No
longer was one brother solely mortal and the other brother solely immortal—both
remained unified as semi-immortals.

Allegorically interpreted, Zeus is the Monad or deity essence in the macrocosmic
world with Its microcosmic expressions of Itself, symbolized by the “sons” or Twins
(Higher Self/Lower Self). On the purely microcosmic level of interpretation, Pollux
represents the Soul (the multidimensional reincarnating Higher Self) with its three-
dimensional expression on earth (Castor, the Lower Self or personality).

The Gemini glyph is the Roman numeral two (I1). It reflects the duality of the
Hermetic axiom, “As Above, So Below.” Here the macrocosmic is expressed as the
microcosmic, the immortal as the mortal, the divine as the human.

The Twins mythology brings to mind once again the Parable of the Prodigal Son
in which the elder brother (Higher Self) remained at the Father’s house (spiritual
consciousness) while the younger brother (Lower Self) ventured into the far country of
the manifested worlds (the Involutionary trek through the Temporal World), eventually
returning (Evolution). The brothers truly are one, but the apparent division is due to the
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spiritual amnesia of the younger brother (the personality on earth, immersed in
materialism).

Man as human is semi-immortal, the Twins aspect of Gemini. Indeed, the
Soul/Monad/Solar Logos expresses as you, and yet we tend to identify ourselves as this
temporal personality or “Castor.” Your counterpart or “Elder Brother” is, in catechism
terms, your personal “angel” who lives in “heaven” (the superphysical planes). This Elder
Brother is your multidimensional Higher Self, and beyond that your entity (Monad in
theosophical terms), the transdimensional spirit essence of your being existing in the
macrocosmic plane.

Occult philosophy makes reference to the Third or Lemurian Root Race in which
the mindless humanoid bodies were sufficiently developed on a physical evolutionary
basis to become the living vehicles for superphysical Man. As given in the previous
chapter, the descent of the “Lords of the Flame” or Manasaputras occurred that sparked
self-aware intelligence within physical man. Put differently, superphysical Man (Pollux)
became expressed as mortal, physical man (Castor). Manas (Sk. Man as thinker) or
intelligence connected the anthropoid vehicle with the divine. Consciousness involved
and human Form evolved to both meet and merge together. Stated differently, the mind
became the bridge between the inner (divine) Man and the outer (mortal) man as human
vehicle. In classic theosophical language, therefore, man is “highest spirit and lowest
matter conjoined by intelligence.”

Hermes-Mercury

The traditional ruler of Gemini is Mercury. Among the Egyptians, Mercury was
Thoth, the god of learning, writing and medicine. Hermes, the Greek counterpart, carried
his famous rod called the Caduceus, which has become the symbol in modern times of
the medical field. In Volume IV of The Hidden Wisdom of the Holy Bible, Geoffrey
Hodson referred to Hermes with his magic rod as the Moses of the Greeks, demonstrating
remarkable theurgic powers with the aid of the caduceus, just as Moses performed
marvels with his holy staff. The caduceus is a symbol of the Serpent Fire (awakened
Kundalini) or the divine generative power in man. “When this energy is awakened into
activity, it bestows upon him the power symbolized by the winged helmet and winged
sandals (of Hermes), giving freedom from the limitations of the five physical senses and
the exercise of supersensory capacities.” (G. Hodson, The Concealed Wisdom in World
Mythology, page 46 Adyar edition).

According to Greek mythology, Hermes was also an offspring of Zeus with a
mortal woman (Maia). The god Hermes-Mercury was a messenger or intercessor between
the gods and men. With his winged helmet, winged sandals, and caduceus, Hermes could
traverse between the heavens of Olympus and the Underworld of Hades with complete
mobility of motion. The characteristic of quickness with Mercury, as in the speed of
thought, is here traditionally recognized.
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Allegorically, Hermes (mind) is the messenger (connecting point) between the
gods (superphysical Man or entity) and mortal men (human physical vehicle or “temple”
of the Holy Spirit). Similarly, mind (or manas) is the connecting point between highest
spirit and lowest matter in Man. Hence a human being is neither purely immortal (Spirit)
nor purely mortal (matter or animal body).

Hermes-Mercury is associated with the faculty of communication. Hence Mercury
represents the communication of the Higher Self through Buddhi to the Lower Self.
Hermes was the divine messenger of Zeus or, allegorically interpreted, the messenger
from the Buddhi or Love-Wisdom aspect of the Higher Self. He served as a divine guide,
just as intuition serves as a guide in the form of the inner “still, small voice.” If heard and
accepted by the personality, the rod of Hermes could effect harmonization between the
Lower and Higher Selves, thus initiating a cure. Such is the esoteric interpretation of the
healing or medical quality of the caduceus of Hermes-Mercury (see the sixth Virgo
chapter).

Conscious, Concrete Mind

Mercury represents mind or manas (intelligence, man as thinker), thought and
speech. Gemini and Mercury are both mutable air, focusing on mind, ideas and
communication. Air is verbal and intellectual, the conscious reasoning mind. The quality
(guna) of mutability is also a focus on mind and its adaptable, versatile intelligence. The
manas connection with air and mutability makes it a step closer to the Higher Self than
either water (emotion) or earth (physical existence).

Microcosmically, Gemini represents the concrete conscious mind, occultly termed
Manas Il (lower mind). It represents the rational, logical mind that learns as it makes
contact with its environment. It is the ordinary mind that is conditioned by memory,
feelings (kama-manas or feelings connected with mind) and the process of association. It
is the concrete mind that gains knowledge through experience and reason. It arranges
facts experienced by the five senses, and through observation and analysis (deduction and
induction) draws conclusions. Deduction attempts to verify a premise or hypothesis with
factual or rational data, while induction sorts known data to reach a conclusion.

Manas Il is a focus on phenomena, the world of effects. Yet the conscious mind
can only demonstrate intelligence based on the information gathered through the
instrumentality of the senses. And the world of the five senses is part of the plane of
Illusion or Maya—in a sense, they create the illusion. So intellect on this plane is
basically outward knowing based upon reason that observes the plane of phenomena, the
appearance world. Such reasoning is based on incomplete information, based on what
you presently know. As Shakespeare stated, “There is more between heaven and earth,
Horatio, than your philosophy ever dreamt of.” (Hamlet).

Purpose of Gemini
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Mercury-ruled Gemini has its valuable place in the scheme of evolution. The
concrete mind of Gemini is noted for its insatiable curiosity and the absorption of
knowledge for its own sake. The essence of Gemini is to gain knowledge and experience,
and to share them with others. With its strong need to know, Gemini rules early education
that provides an excellent environment for the young mind to drink from the vast pool of
information.

The function of Gemini is to acquire a quantity of knowledge that will serve as a
base of operation for the evolving Higher Self to act upon. The Higher Self needs the
personality to learn all it must regarding its environment in the material world. The more
you know, the more you can intelligently direct your life. Coupled with inspiration from
the Higher Self, informed intellect and intuitive wisdom become powerful “twins”
indeed.

Occult chronology states that the Higher Self generally does not begin to make its
influence felt until about age seven, the so-called “age of reason.” With the “basic
training” of physical coordination largely accomplished by then, the Higher Self can
begin to function intelligently through the physical vehicle. However, the voice of the
Soul is rarely heard, let alone heeded. Instead of being taught to discipline the lower mind
to become an attentive state of reaction less awareness, the negative side of Gemini
usually shows forth: wandering of attention, machinations of the chattering mind,
superficial thinking, etc. Ideally the lower mind must become still as the mirror of a calm
pond, reflecting the stars above (integrative thought and intuition). The wind of mental
chattering and idle talking is not allowed to ripple or disturb the receptive state of
awareness.

The greatest challenge for a Gemini type of person is the danger of being
superficial and scattered with one’s energies and abilities. The individual may be
extremely talented yet, unless mutable earth (Virgo) or other earth factors are present,
there may not be much to show for it. Gemini is initially the undisciplined concrete mind
while Virgo is the disciplined concrete mind. So the first lesson of Gemini is to develop a
set of priorities in life. This means incorporating the Virgo side of the Mutable signs by
doing one or two things really well, and the rest for fun and curiosity (Gemini). This
means making decisions as to what is important in your life as you see it now.

Function of the Conscious Mind: Attention

The task of the conscious mind is to make decisions, set goals, and stay with them
until they manifest or transmute into something higher. For best results, the concrete
mind of Gemini-Virgo needs the input of the integrative mind (Manas I) and the intuitive
wisdom of Buddhi. We have a mind and we determine what will occupy it. We can use
the mind for fearing, doubting, worrying, and being overly critical. We can attach our
mind to our desires and emotions (kama-manas). We can let our thoughts run wild,
coming and going as they please, or set a purposeful course and meaningful direction.
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The mind, which is an instrument of awareness, is a tool meant to be trained and
guided so as to better express the true “thinker” within. Biblically translated, a servant is
only as good as the master he serves. Beyond thoughts is the thinker, and beyond the
thinker is the “1.” Yet the personal “me” or conscious mind of kama-manas identifies
itself as its emotions, desires and thoughts. The personal ego becomes outer-directed and
trapped in the maze of a world of its own making. As occultists would say, the mind then
becomes the great Slayer of the real.

As will be discussed in the Sagittarius chapter, the Law of Mind here applies in
scriptural form: “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Because of the image-making
(“Chitta” Sk.) formative power of the mind, thoughts are things. Any fleeting thought
manifests a corresponding form or image, though it will not materialize physically unless
the thought is sufficiently repeated and held by concentration and intensity of the intent.
It will soon dissipate unless attention (the thinker’s focusing of consciousness) remains
fixed (concentration) on the thought.

The power of attention is the key because energy follows attention. The mind is a
microcosmic reflection or differentiation of Consciousness and Its deific creative power.
Anything held in consciousness will manifest and coalesce into form: this is the Law of
Mind.

The mind is an instrument that accepts whatever we entertain. We can think good
or evil, the sublime or the mundane, selfishly or altruistically. We can pay attention to a
soap opera on daytime television or to the “still, small voice” during a meditative period.
The crucial point is this: our state of consciousness conditions what we think and how we
focus our attention. The mind as servant reflects its master, the thinker or state of
consciousness. The consciousness of a “saint” will demonstrate lofty idealism and
selfless service, while the consciousness of a “sinner” will exhibit self-seeking tendencies
and thoughts. A strong consciousness wills and chooses, directing the instrument of his
mind; a weak or young consciousness drifts, allowing his mind to wander passively.

Therefore, the Gemini temperament needs to develop priorities, establish thought-
control, and practice the science of concentration. One technique is to concentrate on a
single goal at a time until it manifests. This acts as a laser beam that focuses attention
onto a single point. Several goals simultaneously entertained would divide the attention
and weaken the force of will.

Another technique is to thoroughly acquaint you with the principle or Law of
Mind because such knowledge is power. You then realize that whatever you believe as
true will become reality in your experience. We bestow power upon something by our
acceptance of it. For example, a belief that you will catch a cold if you walk barefoot will
be a law unto you. You therefore condition your mind and its focusing capacity that
channels the energy that manifests your thoughts and beliefs into experience.

By controlling what thoughts and beliefs you accept as true, you learn to become
the master of your fate on much of the humanhood level. If the intuitive wisdom and will
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of the Higher Self is allowed to direct the Lower Self, then one’s fate is in much better
hands. The concrete mind becomes the intelligent servant of the Higher Self via the
higher, abstract mind and intuition. It becomes a receptive state of awareness rather than
becoming identified and mesmerized by the stimuli of the appearance world. It becomes
inner-directed rather than outer-directed.

The first step, however, is for the Gemini in each of you to playfully examine
your thoughts and expectations. It is true that before you can live in freedom, your
thinking or beliefs must be liberated. That is why a mental inventory is important because
what you keep in mind or attention, you have to live with. And that is why the positive
side of Gemini within your nature is important. The childlike Gemini holds an open,
creative attitude that explores new probabilities because he or she knows such
probabilities can just as easily be drawn into one’s experience, given time, effort and
karmic background. The Gemini in you realizes that it is a wide open Reality, full of
exciting opportunities for creative action and fulfillment.
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CHAPTER FOUR

CANCER

Gate of Birth

Cancer is the gate of incarnation from the macrocosmic sphere into the
microcosmic level of beingness. It is the “Gate of Birth” indicated by Porphyry, a Neo-
Platonist in the third century A.D., the “Gate of Men” of the Chaldeans, and the “Gate of
the Northern Sun” (summer solstice point at zero degree Cancer) of the Akkadians. If you
constructed a horoscope mandala of its positioning, it would be placed at what is
normally the Ascendant point or eastern horizon. It is, however, not so much a “rising
sign” as a “descending sign,” for it represents the descent of the Monad on the
Anupadaka plane (or sub-level called Atma 1) into the microcosmic world of the Higher
Self.

The Order of “Angels” known as the Cherubim is occultly associated with the
sign of Cancer. Cherubims were placed at the east gate (a reference again to the eastern
horizon reference point) of the Garden of Eden after the so-called “Fall” of Man. “So he
drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a
flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the Tree of Life.” (Gen 3:24)
The east gate, once again, is the sign of Cancer that can be visually seen as the horizontal
hemispheric line or level of a circle that separates the Macrocosm (Garden of Eden’s state
of purity and spiritual essence) from the Microcosm (the Fall or descent into the denser,
differentiated evolutionary field). What drove Man out of the Garden of Eden was not a
scowling God, but the Involutionary force of the Cosmos.
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The Cherubim are an Order of Angels or Intelligences that are part of the so-
called “Satanic Hierarchy” that assists in the Involutionary descent of spirit into
microcosmic vehicles on the various planes. Cancer is traditionally associated with the
foundation of life, gestation and the womb. Similarly, the foundation or pre-natal period
of the embryo is analogous to the early stages or foundation of the Involutionary
development of the Soul. Cancer is the gateway or bridge that inducts the Monad into the
Higher Self-Egoic mode of being. Cancer is the Cosmic Mother who provides a
protective and formative matrix for the fertilized egg of the Higher Self, so to speak, to
incubate as a Soul before it emerges from its womb as an incarnation on earth. Even the
constellation of Cancer contains a cluster of stars known as the “Praesepe,” meaning
manger or crib, suggesting the womblike protection and warmth of the developing entity.

Moon As Mother of Earth

The Moon, as ruler of Cancer, is also a symbol of motherhood and the nurturing,
foundational womb. Occult tradition discloses, in fact, that the so-called Lunar or Moon
Chain (Manvantara), which preceded the present Earth Chain, gave birth to the present
inhabitants of Earth. The Moon is far older than the Earth, and, according to ancient lore,
lunar men or beings were the progenitors or pitris (Sk. Forefathers) of the human race on
earth. However, in terms of evolutionary progression, the Moon is also “inferior,” now a
shell of its former state since its life wave transferred to the Earth. Some occultists state
that the Earth still draws on the Moon’s remaining astral/etheric life force, and while the
physical Moon is a satellite of the Physical earth, the Earth actually revolves around it on
the astral level (according to ancient stories), much as an infant draws on the milk of the
mother.

The Moon is a remnant of the Earth’s former incarnation as a globe. Its principal
focus was along astral or emotional development, hence its traditional associated with
water (symbolizing emotions). While it is ironic that the physical Moon is now
completely dry of water, t